
CASA Monroe 

RRREPRESENTINGEPRESENTINGEPRESENTING   THETHETHE   CCCHILDHILDHILD’’’SSS   
VVVOICEOICEOICE   INININ   CCCOUROUROURTTT   

135 Monroe County  Children  
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I would like to help in the following  
Capacity: 

Member of Board of Directors________________ 
Work directly with the children________________ 
Fund Raising______________________________ 
Clerical Work_____________________________ 
Public Relations____________________________ 
Be on Financial Committee___________________ 
Grant Researcher/Writer_____________________ 
Other___________________________________ 
Suggestions Welcome_______________________ 
Donation $_______________________________ 
 
Name: 
________________________________________ 
Address: 
________________________________________ 
City:                                                 Zip: 
___________________________        _________ 
 
Telephone: 
________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail: 
________________________________________ 

For More Informat ion 
Please contact: 

Alisa M. Hobbs, 
 Executive Director 

CASA Monroe 
301 College Street 

Madisonville, TN 37354 
423-442-2750 

Fax: 423-442-7235 
E-mail: casamonroe@bellsouth.net 

Or 

Jodi Swiderek, 
Volunteer Coordinator 

423-807-0700 
E-mail:  jodicasamonroe@yahoo.com 

Mission Statements 
 

The miss ion of  the   
Nat ional  Court  Appointed 
Specia l  Advocate (CASA) 
Associat ion,  together with its 
state and local members, is to support 
and promote court-appointed 
volunteer advocacy for abused and 
neglected children so that they can 
thrive in safe, permanent homes. 

 
The miss ion of  CASA 
Monroe  is to promote and 

support court-appointed volunteer 
advocacy to represent the best 
interests of children who find 
themselves in the court system 
because of abuse or neglect.  We 
recognize that the welfare of all 
children should be a priority.  The 
goal of CASA volunteers is to gather 
critical and objective information to 
be used by the court in deciding the 
most beneficial placement of such a 
child, aiming for a safe and 
permanent home in which they can 
grow and thrive. 

 
Vision Statement 

 
Through the efforts of the CASA 
Monroe organization and with the 
support of all local child advocate 
agencies, within five years (by 2012) 
we expect to substantially lower the 
amount of time a child will spend in 
state custody.  In 2006, 107 Monroe 
County children were placed in state 
custody. 

This Project is funded under an agreement with the TCCY 

Grants have been received from the East Tennessee 
Foundation and the Tennessee Bar Foundation in 
support of the children in Monroe County, TN who 
find themselves in the court system because of abuse 
or neglect. 
For further information about these organizations, 
please visit:  www.easttennesseefoundation.org and 
www.tnbarfoundation.org 



What is a Volunteer Child Advocate? 

Court Appointed Special Advocates are trained 

community volunteers appointed by district court 

judges to speak for the best  interest of children 

who are brought before the court for reasons of 

abuse or neglect. 

Responsibilities of the Volunteer Child 

Advocate 

*Complete an intensive independent review of 

each case 

*Report findings to the court 

*Ensure representation of the child’s best interest 

*Monitor case following a court hearing or decision 

as designated by the court 

Consult regularly with the volunteer coordinator 

concerning assigned case, develop a CASA case 

plan and review progress and reports. 

Training 

*CASA volunteers are required to attend 30 hours 

of pre-service training 

*CASA volunteers follow guidelines established by 

National CASA Association 

*CASA volunteers will attend in-service training 

and receive direct supervision and guidance from 

program staff. 

 

. 

What is CASA? 

Each year in the USA, more than 

500,000 children are placed in some 

form of foster care and thrust into the 

court system.  They have committed no 

crime, but are simply child victims who 

have been abused, neglected, or aban-

doned.  It is then up to the judge to de-

cide their futures.  The judge must con-

sider the following: did the conditions at 

home warrant removal?  Is the home 

now safe enough to allow the child’s re-

turn or should that child be permanently 

placed in another home? 

In the past judges have often had to base 

these decisions on incomplete infor-

mation. 

Today, more than 50,000 people are 

speaking up for these children as volun-

teer Court Appointed Special Advocates 

(CASA) and Guardians Ad Litem (GAL). 

CASA/GAL volunteers currently advo-

cate for children in over 900 programs in 

the USA, speaking for the best interests 

of approximately 229,000 children.  

Though it is an impressive statistic, that 

is only about one third of abused and 

neglected children in the court system. 

CASA volunteers provide a fresh per-

spective to the juvenile court.  Their 

presence on cases helps to ensure that 

children who were abused or neglected 

do not receive further abuse at the 

hands of over-burdened child welfare 

systems. 

CASA OVERVIEW Case Load 

Each volunteer child advocate is 

responsible for one child at a time, 

unless a family of more than one child is 

involved. 

The traditional length of time spent on 

each case can vary from two to 

eighteen months. 

Skills /Abilities of a CASA  

*Ability to keep all information confidential 

*Ability to communicate effectively 

*Ability to relate to people of various 

backgrounds 

*Ability to transport self to various locations 

*Ability to maintain objectivity 

CASA Volunteer Testimony 

“I have been a CASA a little over  four 

months.  I am trying to give back.  I love 

children, and I just want to help kids and let 

them know they do have a voice and there 

are people who care about them.” 

“I grew up in a violent neighborhood.  If you 

had known me as a kid, you would have 

written me off.  I have been pretty successful 

in life and have this feeling of obligation and 

responsibility I have to pay”.  

“If I don’t get involved, who else is going to 

do it?” 

 

 

VOLUNTEER ADVOCATES 

Volunteer Advocates must be 21 
years of  age and be able to pass a 
police background check. 

CASA MONORE provides equal  opportunity to applicants 
for volunteering.  All aspects of personnel management  
practices will be conducted without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, age, national origin, disability, or political 
affiliation 


